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This is a pre-1923 historical reproduction that was curated for quality. Quality assurance was

conducted on each of these books in an attempt to remove books with imperfections introduced by

the digitization process. Though we have made best efforts - the books may have occasional errors

that do not impede the reading experience. We believe this work is culturally important and have

elected to bring the book back into print as part of our continuing commitment to the preservation of

printed works worldwide. --This text refers to an alternate Paperback edition.
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As far as I know, El perro del hortelano (The gardener's dog) is a truly unique work in Lope de

Vega's canon, although there may be some similar comedies among the hundreds of plays this

Spanish author wrote. It shows only vestiges of the typical dramas of the Spanish Golden Age, i. e.

the plot does not moves around the typical

vengeance-for-the-loss-of-the-honour-of-the-virgin-daughter (though the former Spanish

caste-system also plays a very important role here) and contrary to what the title might suggest,

neither gardeners nor dogs pop up during the story. The title refers to a Spanish saying about the

gardener's dog, who does not eat his bone but neither lets any other eat it. This refers to the

behaviour of the aristocrat heroine in the story who is in love with a scribbler of a lower rank, but still

she does not let him marry to other girls. The freshness of the story comes partly from the



psychologically complex characters, especially the already mentioned princess, who knows that is

impossible to have her love (don't worry, the story does have a happy ending) but still gives false

hopes to the poor hero. The charm of the story also comes from the witty dialogues, the truly

original word-plays, especially during the duel of the two lovers, that can remind us of the fighting

couples of the Shakespearean comedies, like Taming of the shrew and Much ado about nothing.

Recommended to all men trying to all men who hopelessly try to get their seemingly unreachable

idol.

Good value for the book and less expensive than college editions , thank you I am looking forward

to look for more on the next term

The book is incomplete, there are many parts missing. I feel like i wasted my money.

Good condition and good price.
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